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Sport Climbing is fast becoming an internationally popular and mainstream sport. 
This trend has been recognized by the International University Sports Federation 
(FISU). 

At its Executive Committee meeting in Kazan (June 30th - July 1st, 2013), the FISU added 
sport climbing to their Sports Program at the World University Championships. 

What are the World University Championships? 

The program of the World University Championships includes 37 sports with individual/team 
sports, indoor/outdoor sports, mind sports and summer/winter sports. The World University 
Championships are a world multiple mono-sport events, since 1963. 

In 2012, 28 World University Championships were being organized in four continents. 

5 new cities have been recently added into the World University Championships for 2014. It 
brings the total number of Championships to 29 in 2014. A complete list can be found on 
www.fisu.net. 

A unique opportunity for Sport Climbing and Athletes  

In 2016, IFSC will be able to organize its first World University Championships. It represents a 
fantastic opportunity for both sport climbing and athletes to benefit from additional 
international media coverage. In fact, each World University Championships gathers 
thousands spectators and hundreds media, coming from the host country but also from the 5 
continents. Moreover the strength of student networks will offer an amazing opportunity for 
sport climbing to be shared widely in the Universities worldwide, and in the same time to 
offer to sport climbing athletes a further source of fans! 

The road for climbing to reach the World University Championships is not over. IFSC are 
currently looking for a city to host the event and are creating the Continental University 
Climbing Championships for 2015. This will help prepare for the UWCH and give continental 
opportunities for climbers. 

SPORT CLIMBING MAKES 
LAST STEPS TOWARDS 
THE WORLD UNIVERSITY 
CHAMPIONSHIPS   
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Following the FISU announcement, Wolfgang Wabel, president of the IFSC European Council, 
and IFSC board member, representing IFSC at the FISU Executive Committee said, “We would 
like to thank FISU for recognizing Sport climbing’s rapidly growing popularity by adding it to 
the Sports Program for the World University Championships. It represents a fantastic 
opportunity and a great honor. IFSC and sport climbing athletes are so excited to meet this 
challenge!” 

 

 

Wolfgang Wabel, President of the European Council IFSC with FISU President Gallien 

 

 

FISU, International University Sports Federation 
is the governing body of international university sport. 

FISU developed within university institutions to propagate sports values and promote sports 
practice in perfect synergy and complementarity with the university spirit. 

Over 50 years, more than 300 championships have been organized, covering a large range of 
events (almost always different from the Universiades sports) and gathering participants 
from all over the world. Meant to guarantee continuity in the competition program, these 
championships take place on even-numbered years and experience an increasing success 
over the years. They allow a large number of students and university sports leaders to get 
together on occasions other than Universiades. In 2000, 20 World University Championships 
were held in different places for different sports, attracting 3,623 participants. In 2002, 24 
World University Championships were held, attracting 4,228 participants from 83 countries. 
In 2010, 27 championships were staged, bringing together 4,431 participants. For 2012, 28 
WUC were attributed. 
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For more information 
To request archive photos and footages, please contact the IFSC Media Relations Team: 

Pierre-Emmanuel DANGER 
Press Officer, systemd 
Mobile: 00336 72 230 735  
Email: press@ifsc-climbing.org 

Anne FUYNEL 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications, IFSC  
Mobile: 00336 40 469 961    
Email: anne.fuynel@ifsc-climbing.org 

Videos 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/ifscchannel 
 
Photos 
For a selection of photos available shortly after each 
event, please visit the Photo Gallery on www.ifsc-
climbing.org 
 
Social media 
Stay connected to latest IFSC and Sport Climbing updates, 
please follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Linked’In 


