
 

 

Thursday, 25 May 2017  
 

World’s top climbers descend on Edinburgh for Climbing World Cup  
and Paraclimbing Cup 

 
The world’s best climbers will descend on the Scottish capital this autumn as the International 
Federation of Sport Climbing (IFSC) World Cup and Paraclimbing Cup comes to the Edinburgh 

International Climbing Arena:Ratho from 23 -24 September.  
 

Organised by EICA:Ratho, in conjunction with the British Mountaineering Council, this is the 

first time the IFSC World Cup has been held in Edinburgh since 2003 and the first time a 
Paraclimbing Cup has been held in Scotland, with over 1,200 spectators expected over the 
two days. 

Paraclimber, Keith Lynch, a member of Climb Scotland and GB Development Squad, who 
will be competing in the Paraclimbing Cup AL2 (lower limb amputee) category, kicked off the 

launch at Ratho, as the tickets for the event went on sale today.  He was joined by Natalie 

Berry, a member of the Senior GB Lead Climbing Team. 
 

Keith Lynch, who climbs at ‘Ratho’ explained: “The British climbing scene is very 
exciting at the moment and with its acceptance as an Olympic sport at Tokyo 2020, it’s clear 
it’s developing at a rapid rate. 
 
”Having a paraclimbing element happening alongside the IFSC World Cup can only create 
more awareness for this lesser known element of the sport and hopefully encourage more 
people with disabilities to get involved. For many climbers, this aspect will almost be 
unknown and to non-climbers, the thought is baffling as climbing without a disability seems 
hard enough.  Hopefully we will show that the impossible is possible, no matter what the 
disability is.” 
 
Up to 200 of the world’s top climbers will compete in two disciplines – Lead and Speed 

climbing – in the World Cup while in the Paraclimbing Cup, up to 50 climbers will take part in 
one of 10 climbing categories.  

 
EICA:Ratho is one of only eight competition speed walls in the world and the only climbing 

centre in the UK suitable for hosting an IFSC World Cup Lead and Speed Climbing 

competition and Paraclimbing Cup.  
 

The events are being funded by Edinburgh Leisure, City of Edinburgh Council and is being 
supported by EventScotland, part of VisitScotland’s Events Directorate.  

Neill Busby, senior climbing instructor at Edinburgh International Climbing Centre 

and one of the route-setters for the IFSC Climbing World Cup and Paraclimbing 

Cup said: “As Europe’s biggest climbing centre, with more routes than any other walls in the 
UK, it’ll be a great opportunity to showcase the wonderful facilities at Ratho and the sport of 



 

 

climbing, ahead of its debut at Tokyo 2020. 
 
“Ratho has some of the highest quality route-setters in Europe, a team of international 
standard setters who regularly set for international competitions.” 

Stuart Turner, Head of EventScotland, said: “Scotland is the perfect stage for events 
and we are delighted to be supporting the return of international climbing to Edinburgh. This 
is an exciting time for the sport and Ratho is the ideal platform for people to see climbing 
first-hand ahead of its debut at the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. 

“The combination of both world-class facilities and climbers promises an adrenaline packed 
weekend of action so I recommend you get in early and secure your tickets for the event.”  

Edinburgh’s Lord Provost, Frank Ross, said: “Edinburgh boasts some of the very best 
climbing facilities and these Championships will see competitors and spectators travel from 
across the globe.  
 
“Hosting these events is a major coup for the Capital and for Scotland. It will generate valuable 
profile for the city and the venue and we look forward to welcoming the world to EICA: Ratho.  
 
“This is Europe’s largest indoor climbing arena and it is right on our doorstep. I hope this 
event encourages citizens from all age groups and abilities to try a visit to our very own 
climbers’ paradise.” 
 
Junior and adult tickets, day and weekend passes are now available to buy from £6.50 to £25 
from: http://www.eica-ratho.co.uk/climbing-world-cup 

 
Parking at Ratho will be limited to 300 cars per day and there will be a £10 charge for parking 

on-site.  Free parking will be available off-site with a shuttle bus transfer.  

 
Sport climbing will make its debut at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games after being approved by 

the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as part of a package of five sports, all selected for 
their key focus on youth, which is at the heart of the Games’ vision for Tokyo 2020.  

 

At the Games, 40 athletes – 20 males and 20 females – will compete in three specific 
disciplines of climbing: Lead, Speed and Bouldering. The overall podium finishers will be 

determined by combining the results of the three disciplines.   
 

Twenty-five million people climb regularly worldwide and there has been a rapid rise in 

popularity of climbing worldwide, a sport that draws diverse climbers from rural and mountain 
as well as urban areas. 

 EICA.Ratho or EdinburghLeisure       @eicaratho or @Ed_Leisure 

http://www.eica-ratho.co.uk/climbing-world-cup


 

 

 

Ends 

For further information and (free-use) images, contact: 
Kerry Teakle or Allison Meldrum, PR Officers, Edinburgh Leisure/IFSC Climbing World Cup – 

Edinburgh 2017 

pr.enquiries@edinburghleisure.co.uk / 0131 458 2014 or 07801 103528 (Kerry – personal) 
 

Media wishing to register for press accreditation at the IFSC World Cup Edinburgh from 23-24 

September, should apply online - https://www.ifsc-climbing.org/index.php/media-
centre/media-accreditation  

 
Notes to Editors: 

About Keith Lynch, paraclimber: 

Keith Lynch, a 41-year-old paraclimber is a lower limb (AL2) amputee (right-leg, below knee), 

following complications from a skydiving accident in 2010. He’d taken up skydiving initially to 
raise funds for Cancer Research five years earlier after the death of his mother from the 
disease and then became hooked on the sport.    

Unfortunately, as a result of his accident, he finally ended up losing his lower right leg in 

January 2013. Despite this however, and with the encouragement of a friend and coach, 
Dave Brown, he took up climbing and has reached a level where he can compete at ‘comp’ 

level.  The first competition he took part was in 2014, the Scottish leg of the Paraclimbing 
series in 2014, which took place at Ratho, which he went onto win in 2016. 

About Natalie Berry, climber: 

A member of the Senior GB Lead Climbing Team, Natalie will be entering the World Cup in 
September. 

Natalie discovered climbing at the age of nine and it quickly took over her life. Having joined 

the Glasgow Climbing Centre kid’s club, she soon progressed into competition climbing where 
following numerous comp wins she was asked to join the GB Youth Climbing Team (aged 11). 

This gave Natalie the opportunity to compete at an international level all over the world, 
culminating in a win at the European Youth Series in Slovenia in 2007. 

Natalie became increasingly drawn outdoors and started sport climbing intensively at age 18. 
This took her on numerous trips to top sport destinations across Europe including Céüse, 

Siurana and Gorges du Loup.  
 

Now aged 25 and based out of Sheffield, Natalie continues to push her climbing by focussing 
on trad and winter disciplines.  

Aside from climbing Natalie graduated from Edinburgh University in 2014 with an honours 
degree in French and German.  Natalie is also Editor at UKClimbing.com  

mailto:pr.enquiries@edinburghleisure.co.uk
https://www.ifsc-climbing.org/index.php/media-centre/media-accreditation
https://www.ifsc-climbing.org/index.php/media-centre/media-accreditation


 

 

About Climbing: 

A climbing competition, sometimes shortened to comp, is usually held indoors on purpose 
built climbing walls. There are three main types of climbing competition: lead, speed, and 
bouldering.  

In lead climbing, the competitors start at the bottom of a route and must climb within a 

certain time frame, making sure to clip into pre-placed quickdraws along the route. Lead is 
the most common type of sport climbing. Competitors climb a long, difficult route designed 

and set by the route-setter and attempt to reach the top. The climber's performance is 
determined by the highest hold reached and whether or not that hold was "controlled", 

meaning the climber achieved a stable position on that hold, or "used", meaning the climber 
used the hold to make a controlled climbing movement in the interest of progressing along 

the route. All standard Lead competitions consist of three rounds: qualifications, semifinals, 
and finals. 

Speed climbing can either be an individual or team event. The person or team that can 
climb a 10m high route the fastest, is the winner. Speed is the only factor that counts in the 

Speed Climbing event. Competitors climb a slightly overhanging IFSC certified vertical piste 
with belaying from the top. Since 2007 the IFSC has created a standard wall for the world 
record. The climbing time is determined by mechanical-electric timing. 

Bouldering competitions consist of climbing short problems with the emphasis on number of 
problems completed. 

Sport climbing will be in the Olympic Games for the first time in 2020. 

In the Paraclimbing Cup, up to 50 climbers will take part in one of 10 climbing categories – 
men’s and women’s AU-1 (arm amputee); men’s and women’s AU-2 (forearm amputee); 

men’s and women’s visually impaired B1, B2 and B3; men’s and women’s AL-1 (seated) and 

AL-2; men’s and women’s RP1, RP2 and RP3.  
About EICA:Ratho 

• EICA:Ratho has been run by Edinburgh Leisure since 25 May 2007. Edinburgh Leisure 
is a not for profit organisation, which provides sport and leisure facilities on behalf of 
the City of Edinburgh.  

• Previous climbing competitions hosted by ‘Ratho’ include: 

IFSC World Youth Climbing Championship – 9 September 2010 

IFSC European Climbing Championships – 13,14 June 2014; 
and 
multiple IFSC European Youth Cups since 2009 

• EICA:Ratho is a climbers’ paradise and Europe’s largest indoor climbing arena, for 
both new climbers and experts.  

Set in an outdoor quarry with 300 known routes in sport and traditional climbing, 
ranging in difficult from Grades 2 to 8b, it also offers Scotland’s first Clip ‘n Climb, 



 

 

which opened in March 2016, making any trip here a full-value experience for 
everyone and anyone.  

In addition, there is a separate boulder room, gym and fitness studio, conference and 

meeting facilities, Rock Tots playroom, Scrambles soft-play area and the ‘Refresh’ 
café, from which all the entertainment happening in the climbing arena can be 
viewed.  

• Unique features of EICA: Ratho include the ‘Sardinian Pillar’; a 30m high tower wall, 
(one of the highest indoor walls in Europe); the world’s largest articulated wall, which 

can be adjusted from 5-12 metre overhang at the push of a button; and three unique 
stand-alone feature boulders, replicating the ‘real thing’. 

• World class performance coaching is available from GB and Scottish Team coaches. 

• EICA:Ratho is on the west side of Edinburgh, just beyond the Newbridge junction of 

the M8 and M9. Five miles beyond Edinburgh Airport, situated on the B7030, which 
joins the A71 (Edinburgh to Livingstone) with the A89 (which passes Newbridge), the 

EICA:Ratho is very accessible by car, but unfortunately not by public transport.  

 
EICA:Ratho 

South Platt Hill 
Newbridge 

Edinburgh 

EH28 8AA 
 

EventScotland  

EventScotland is working to make Scotland the perfect stage for events. By developing an 
exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural events EventScotland is helping to raise Scotland’s 

international profile and boost the economy by attracting more visitors. For further information 

about EventScotland, its funding programmes and latest event news visit 
www.EventScotland.org. Follow EventScotland on Twitter @EventScotNews.  

 
EventScotland is a team within VisitScotland’s Events Directorate, the national tourism 

organisation which markets Scotland as a tourism destination across the world, gives support 
to the tourism industry and brings sustainable tourism growth to Scotland. For more information 

about VisitScotland see www.visitscotland.org or for consumer information on Scotland as a 

visitor destination see www.visitscotland.com.  
 
 

 

http://www.eventscotland.org/
http://www.twitter.com/eventscotnews
http://www.visitscotland.org/
http://www.visitscotland.com/

